
“Lord, will only a FEW people be saved?” 
 
Jesus was asked many questions during his ministry, but I think this had to be 
one of the strangest.  Wasn’t Jesus preaching that he had come in the name of 
his Father, his “Dad”, to bring the good news of salvation to ALL peoples?  When 
he died on the cross, wasn’t his death a reparation for the sins of ALL MANKIND?  
Yet the answer to all three questions is “YES”. 
 
Yes, he brings salvation to all peoples.  Yes, he dies to open the gates of heaven 
to ALL mankind.  And yes, only a few will be saved.  How hypocritical is this!  Is 
Jesus, like a politician, speaking out both sides of his mouth, telling us one thing 
and meaning another? 
 
Far from it.  He is laying it all out in plain language for all to hear and 
understand.  Well, maybe more so plain enough for us here today who have 
nearly 20 centuries of hindsight and knowledge of the bigger picture.  Jesus 
came to save EVERYONE, but not everyone wants to be saved. 
 
Okay, so how dumb does that sound.  Not everyone wants to be saved.  Of 
course everyone wants to be saved, we all want the best for ourselves, to be, 
like a couple of the Apostles, to be Number 1 in the kingdom with Jesus.  And 
that is where lies the crux of the issue – what is BEST FOR ME, what I WANT for 
myself!   
 
The world we live in, then as well as now, draws us toward our lowest instincts, 
because that is where Satan lives.  And he can’t be more satisfied then when we 
come to visit and stay with him, forsaking the good we are called by God to do 
for others.  Pride and selfishness HARDENS our hearts and makes us think we 
can go and do anything we want, even get ourselves into heaven, because we 
KNOW Jesus.   
 
“We ate and drank in your company and you taught in our streets.”  Can you 
hear some grumbling starting to take place here?  We listened to what you had 
to say.  Some of it was pretty hard to follow, like that “Eat my body and drink my 
blood” stuff, and selling all I have and give it away so I can have treasure in 
heaven.  You really weren’t serious about all that, were you? 
 
Then he will say, “No, you’re right.  I was just kidding.  EVERYONE, come on in.  
You don’t have to do anything; I’ve done it all for you.”   
 
NO!  He says, “I do not know where you are from.  Depart from me, all you 
evildoers!”  Jesus is teaching us the hard truth, and that is that he is the ONLY 



way to the Father; with him, through him, and in him we come to the Father.  
It’s not in just HEARING his word, but in LISTENING and acting appropriately 
upon it.  It’s not in interpreting his words to suit the way we’d like them be, to fit 
into and coddle our PERSONAL little worlds, but to live them boldly in the wider 
world, even when they make us feel uncomfortable and mistreated by a world 
beset on bringing itself to ruin. 
 
St Paul, writing to the Hebrews, those who would be first, says “God treats us as 
sons” whom He disciplines out of love for us, not to punish us, but to train us.  
Paul says that discipline, at the time, feels more like pain then joy, but it comes 
to fruition later in life to bear “the peaceful fruit of righteousness who are trained 
by it.”   
 
Discipline, training, strengthens us to live better lives in the secular world as well 
as in our faith lives.  Just as discipline, training, makes us better at our jobs, in 
sports, in music, in all we strive to be better at, it also makes us better followers 
of Christ thru a discipline of regular prayer, reconciliation, reception of Holy 
Communion, and allowing ourselves to be open to the gifts of the Holy Spirit that 
help us to be Christ toward others.   
 
What about those who don’t grow from discipline, who don’t grow strong in mind 
and heart or refuse to train to be a better person?  Of those Jesus said, “for 
many, I tell you, will attempt to enter (the narrow gate), but will not be strong 
enough.”  It is to these WE are called to help, to pray for, to be a light of hope to 
help show them the way, the truth, and the life promised by Jesus.  It is in our 
knowing what Jesus has called us all to be, and to act on his words and follow in 
his footsteps, to be strong in our faith to lead others to the Father and then to 
be welcomed within the kingdom of heaven. 
 
But to follow Jesus is a choice, and not all will show their gratitude for the gift he 
offers.  Not all will say it fits their lifestyle.  Some will even say,” Thanks, but, 
that’s not where I’m at.”  God laid it out simply for His Chosen People, “I have 
set before you life and death, the blessing and the curse.  Choose life.”  (Deu 
30:19)   
 
If we don’t choose life, we are lost.  If we don’t accept discipline, training, we 
are lost.  If we don’t allow God to soften our hearts of stone, we are lost, and 
doomed to join those who “will be wailing and grinding of teeth.”  All we are 
called to do here on earth is designed to bring us to the Father in heaven, to 
return to the Father who has loved us from time immortal.  May we all come to 
join the heavenly hosts as saints among the saints. 


