
I haven’t done one of these in a while.  It’s my interactive homily where YOU get 
a little more involved then just listening to me.  I’m going to keep it simple, 
though, and just ask you raise your hand in response to some questions. 
 
First off, who here used to be a kid?    Good, almost everyone, and only a very 
few were born full grown.     
Next, as a kid, who of you asked a parent or guardian for something that maybe 
you didn’t really NEED, but WANTED?    Great.     
And lastly, who of you showed those sorrowful puppy-dog eyes or pleaded 
“Please, please, PLEEEZE”, to get what you wanted?     
Finally, did you get it? 
 
This one is just for all you parents and guardians: Have your kids done this to 
you? 
 
I will guess here that children asking for something from their parents is pretty 
much a DAILY and UNIVERSAL occurrence.  Children have needs and wants, and 
they firstly approach their parents to satisfy those needs and wants.  Good 
parents respond to those calls in positive ways, but maybe not in the way a child 
is expecting. 
 
Children, yes, and even grown adults, may ask for the Moon, something they 
REALLY WANT and can’t live without, but receive from a wiser parent something 
they truly need instead.  You see, good parents know what is best for their 
children and make sure that their NEEDS are satisfied because they LOVE them.  
It’s also out of love that their kids don’t always get the Moon, the unnecessary 
things they just want. 
 
I’m not implying that there is anything wrong in asking for things, whether we 
need them or not.  This is innate of our being human – we want, and we want 
more, be it for ourselves or for others. 
 
Abraham, on being told that the towns of Sodom and Gomorrah were to be 
destroyed, and knowing that his cousin Lot lived in Sodom with his wife and 
daughters, he spoke to the Lord to see if this could be avoided.  He reasoned 
with the Lord not to destroy the good people along with the evil, that this was 
not a fair judgement.  The Lord agreed with him, so long as there WERE good 
people in the town.   
 
So, Abraham kept up his bidding that maybe there were 50 good people there, 
although he knew the town well and thought that number was a little unrealistic.  
So, he lowered it, and lowered it again, and again, and again.  He PESTERED the 



Lord hoping he could free his cousin Lot and family from destruction, and out of 
LOVE the Lord agreed He would relent if even only 10 good people could be 
found.   
 
When WE talk to the Lord, to God, we call it prayer.  Just as kids ask parents for 
things, this is THEIR prayer to parents – “I want this, and you are the only one 
who can give it to me.”  They place their faith in their parents to satisfy their 
needs, and parents respond, as in a similar way we place our faith in God, OUR 
FATHER in heaven, to hear our prayers, our pleading, to take care of us, to take 
care of the things we cannot do on our own.  And, like a little kid, we PESTER 
our Father in persistent prayer.   
 
Even Jesus tells us to be persistent in prayer, just as the man who had a traveler 
stop by his house at night.  He went to his neighbor’s house to ask for some 
bread, but was rebuked by his friend because it was late, everyone was in bed, 
and the door was locked.  But the man persisted in his needs, and the neighbor 
finally relented, both out of that PERSISTENCE, and out of love.   
 
Who of us when going to visit a friend or family member would knock or ring the 
doorbell just once, and if no one answered immediately, would walk away?  I’d 
venture to say, none of us; we’d knock or ring again, and probably a third time 
just to make sure no one was home.  That’s called being persistent.  Jesus TELLS 
us to be persistent, to take ACTION, to show sincerity in what we need by 
DOING, not sitting back and hoping. 
 
Jesus uses action words: “ask”, OUT LOUD – no one can read your mind, “and 
you will receive”; “seek”, get down on your hands and knees if necessary and 
move things out of your way, “and you will find”; “knock”, don’t tap on the door 
timidly, let them KNOW someone’s at the door, “and the door will be opened to 
you.”   
 
People may think you’re a pest by your persistence.  But not God, for in our 
persistence He sees our sincerity and He answers our prayers as only a Good 
and Loving Father can, in HIS time, not ours, giving us what we truly need, 
rather then what we think we need.   
 
So, the next time you want to talk to God, start with the Lord’s Prayer, the Our 
Father, by giving praise to God, thanking Him for caring and forgiving us, and for 
strengthening us to keep the faith.  Then, talk to Him as you would to your 
parents, or talk to Jesus as you would to your own brother.  Be open, be sincere, 
for the Lord KNOWS what you need before you even begin.  He just wants to 
HEAR it from you.  Be a pest.  Be persistent.  Never give up. 


