
“SHALOM.”  “PEACE.” 
 
This word Jesus speaks to his disciples during his dissertation at the Last Supper.  
We heard it from him when he returned to the disciples when they had locked 
themselves in the upper room after his crucifixion - “Peace be with you.”  It is a 
word Jesus uses when he sees people in their discomfort, in distress, in their 
anxiousness.   
 
Shalom, “peace I leave with you; MY PEACE I give to you.  NOT as the world 
gives do I give it to you.”  Jesus GIVES his peace, his word, his comfort, his 
ALL, with a simple humility and grace FREELY and UNCONDITIONALY, with no 
strings attached.   
 
We might think that there is at least ONE string attached – keep my 
commandments and love one another.  But this is NOT a string we must fulfill in 
order for Jesus to give his peace, his peace is always there for us to receive – we 
are called to just turn to him and accept it.  And when we open ourselves up to 
accept his peace, to allow it to reside in our hearts, in our whole being, the 
allures and temptations of the devil that make us anxious, that cause us to fear 
or doubt, will be vanquished, driven out, and give us peace of mind, peace of 
heart. 
 
This is what John sees in the second reading from the Book of Revelations.  It is 
the peace of God found in the new Jerusalem, the peace of God that gives light 
to the whole world, driving out the darkness of sin and division, of pain and 
suffering, of hate and lust.  It is one church, made up of all peoples of one heart, 
whose heart is one for Christ, whose heart is for love alone.  This one church, 
this bride of Christ, is set upon the foundation of the 12 Apostles, who, as was 
Christ, were emboldened and strengthened by the Holy Spirit to carry on the 
mission of Jesus to turn the hearts of the whole world back to the Father.  To 
say the least, not an easy task. 
 
In our first reading, from Acts, we get a glimpse of how hard it can be to bring 
hearts to the Father, as we hear that some were saying that Gentiles would first 
need to be circumcised according to the Mosaic law BEFORE they could be 
baptized, saved.  Probably not the best selling point to get someone to listen 
more intently to what you have to offer for the salvation of their souls.   
 



As we know today, the church has had many contentions to deal with over the 
past 2000 years, with some contentions even rearing their ugly heads more than 
once over the millennia.  Yet, right from the beginning, there was a means for 
handling issues.  The problem of circumcision as a prerequisite to salvation was 
taken up in discussion amongst the Apostles and elders under the GUIDANCE 
of the Holy Spirit.  Today, the Church has the Magisterium to help discern issues 
affecting the teachings of the Church, with ONE person who has been a constant 
guide for its members – the third person of the Holy Trinity, the Holy Spirit.   
 
This same Holy Spirit who guided the hearts and minds of the Apostles and early 
leaders of the church, not only guides the hearts and minds of the those 
ordained leaders of the church today, popes, bishops, priests, deacons, but the 
laity as well in bestowing his gifts of wisdom, counsel, knowledge, 
understanding, fortitude, piety, and fear or awe of the Lord thru baptism and 
confirmation.  Gifts, FREELY given, to help us live good lives, to strengthen our 
faith, to raise us up from depression, to help us love as Christ loves.   
 
Jesus told his Apostles that the Holy Spirit will “teach you everything and remind 
you of all that I have told you.”  These are words we need to understand in our 
lives today in order to open our ears, eyes, hearts, and minds to the world 
around us, and pray the Holy Spirit to guide us in discerning the good from the 
bad.  In a world ruled by the evil one we NEED the Paraclete more than ever for 
his wisdom and guidance, just as we need the reception of the Body of Christ in 
Holy Communion to strengthen us spiritually on our daily journeys.   
 
“Whoever loves me will keep my word, and my Father will love them, and WE 
will come to them and make our dwelling with them.”  Peace.  Shalom. 


