
It’s a little unusual, but you can pretty much find in today’s readings a common 
thread, a common thread within ALL THREE readings.  I find that thread to be 
‘something new’.   
 
We hear about something new first in the Old Testament reading from the 
Prophet Isaiah, when we hear from the Lord, “Remember not the events of the 
past, the things of long ago consider not; see, I am doing something new.”  
What is the Lord doing that is so NEW? He is a God who is caring for His Chosen 
People.  He leads them away from their lives of slavery, a life in which they 
complain about, yet are so comfortable to be within.  Sort of like us today in our 
being comfortable living in sin, even tho’ it sometimes tweaks our conscience 
and disturbs us. 
 
He gives them life-saving water in the desert, where even the wild beasts are 
thankful for the gifts from their Creator.  The same water that washes away an 
army with nothing but vengeance and destruction on its mind, and yet saves an 
undeserving people, a nation who needs to find God, once again, in their hearts 
and lives.  Yes, He is doing something new, showing that He is a God of love, 
one to be praised and NOT feared.   
 
Paul too reminds us in his letter to the Philippians of something new that 
happened to himself.  Here is a person of influence, of stature within the Jewish 
community, who even watched over the stoning to death of Stephen, one of the 
first deacons of the new fledgling Church.  He now writes how he has “indeed 
been taken possession of by Christ Jesus.”  He even boasts that he did not take 
possession of Christ, but that Christ took possession of HIM!  
 
Just like when we come to Holy Communion – we don’t TAKE Jesus into 
ourselves, we RECEIVE him.  And just like Paul, we too become something new, 
we become what we eat, Jesus.  At least that is the goal we are to pursue, to be 
like Jesus in THIS world, so we may share in His glory in the next. 
 
Paul also tells us to forget about what lies behind, those things that will weigh us 
down and distract us from maturing in our faith.  We need to be looking forward 
to a new life, just as the Jews had to cut their ties with the life left behind in 
Egypt and journey to the land promised by God to their forefathers, a journey 
with its ups and downs, but with a goal worth pursuing.  Our goal during these 
last couple of weeks of Lent should be one of moving forward toward the light of 



Christ, to turn our minds away from what holds us back, to repent of our sins 
and forget what is past, just as Jesus did with the woman caught in adultery. 
 
Sure, the Law is the law and the scribes and Pharisees had a RIGHT to uphold it.  
And like many of the laws, the penalty for an infraction was stoning.  MERCY and 
FORGIVENESS was not what was on the minds of the elders, yet that is what 
was handed to the woman.  And their change of heart only came about as Jesus 
CHALLENGED them to look into their OWN hearts, “Let the one among you who 
is without sin be the first to throw a stone at her.”  “And they went away one by 
one, beginning with the elders.” 
 
Mercy and forgiveness, this is something we all look forward to whenever we 
error, either as children or adults, because with mercy and forgiveness comes 
love.  Jesus also did not condemn the woman, but told her, “Go, and from now 
on do not sin any more.”, a statement very similar to what we hear in the 
confessional.  With these words Jesus tells her, AND US, to start a new life, NOT 
a new career or a new job, but a NEW YOU who can live in peace of mind and 
heart knowing you are loved by God.   
 
This Lent, as with every Lent, is a special time in the Church year to emphasize 
that our weaknesses are NOTHING compared to the mercy, forgiveness, and 
LOVE that God has for us when we turn our backs to sin and look into the light 
of Christ’s heart.  Yet, that love is available to us always, anytime of the year, 
whenever we need it, or when we least expect it, when we come to confession.  
Jesus is there to make of us a new you, a new me, a new chance to start again a 
journey toward a goal greater than gold or the pearl of great worth.  A goal that 
can be something new – eternal life in the glory and love of God. 
 
 


