
I find it a little coincidental in today’s gospel reading that Jesus refers 
to the three years that the owner of the property seeks to receive fruit 
from his fig tree.  As Catholics, we view “coincidence” as “God’s hands 
intervening” in a situation.  In this passage I see Jesus speaking of his 
OWN three years of ministry, ministry to the people and ministry to 
his Apostles, those SPECIALLY selected to carry on his ministry in the 
years and generations to come.   
 
But they just didn’t seem to get what he was talking about.  Three 
years and still no buds on the branches, no visible fruit in their hearts 
as he was laid in the tomb.  You can almost hear God say, “Cut them 
down and I’ll start over.”, but there is a relenting and a second chance 
to open their eyes and their hearts as Jesus and the Holy Spirit make 
their DIVINE presence known to the disciples, to further till and 
fertilize what they have already been given, that they too can share in 
the ministry with a deeper understanding of the Word of God. 
 
In the ancient world, and I’d dare say it seems to STILL be this way 
today, it was understood that BAD things happened to people who 
were bad, who had done something to find displeasure with God.  The 
death of the Galileans at the hands of Pilate and the sudden death of 
those at the tower of Siloam – certainly they were sinners and God 
punished them for their acts against His Law.   
 
Yet Jesus is adamant, “By no means!”  Stuff happens, people die, 
that’s part of life itself, but the message Jesus emphasizes is “if you 
don’t repent, you will all perish as they did.”, suddenly, without time 
to check in with the Lord to make sure you’re on His good side.  By the 
way, God only has a good side, and that is LOVE, the love He gives 
His most wonderful creation, US. 
 
Paul reminds us in his letter to the Corinthians about the love of God, 
the love He showed to His Chosen People as He guided Moses and the 
people on their Exodus out of slavery, thru the desert, nourishing them 
with manna, the bread from heaven, and water from the rock.  These 
are the PARALELS pointing to Jesus, the Son of God, who guides 
each of us on OUR Exodus out of OUR slavery to sin, as we wander 



thru the treacherous desert of temptations that assail us in our daily 
lives, and nourishes us with the TRUE bread from heaven, Jesus Christ 
HIMSELF in the celebration of the Eucharist, and giving us the life 
giving water that flowed from His side. 
 
Many will say that “God and I are tight” or “Jesus and I walk hand-in-
hand.”  To these Paul warns, “Whoever thinks he is standing SECURE 
should take care not to fall.”  Even Jesus has declared that those who 
cry out “Lord, Lord” will be rebuked with “I don’t know you.”  There’s 
more to it than just saying “I’ve got a friend in Jesus.” 
 
We are called to live our lives out in the manner of Christ, even 
through our weaknesses.  He knows we suffer, he knows that we will 
ALWAYS suffer, yet our suffering should be our offering to Him.  
“Thank you, Lord, for making me worthy of suffering for you.”  This 
can be our prayer when we are afflicted with pain and anguish, to 
remind us that Jesus suffered much more for the redemption of the 
world out of His deep love for us. 
 
Even the psalmist tells us of the love of God, giving us a HANDBOOK 
for parents: “He pardons all your iniquities”, forgives us our sins, the 
wrongs we commit; “He heals all your ills”, calms our minds and 
hearts, holds us close to the bosom; “He redeems your life from 
destruction”, ALL children are worthy of care and attention; “He 
crowns you with kindness and compassion.”, His love ever surrounds 
us, as should the love of a parent with their children.   
 
What parent would read this psalm and NOT say, “That sounds like 
me.”  Yet, there are times when we parents, UNLIKE God, falter in 
our parental duties and need to gather our emotions and weaknesses 
in, and then remind ourselves to love as God loves, unconditionally 
and always.  When we mirror God’s love to our children, we make 
them more capable of going out and dealing with the world around 
them, offering compassion rather than anger, offering true tolerance 
rather than vileness.   
 



Jesus’ three years of ministry and teaching his disciples did not fall on 
deaf ears, it was NOT a fruitless effort on his part.  They, like us, just 
needed a little more cultivating, a little more CATECHESIS, and a 
WHOLE LOT of the Holy Spirit.  God wants no part in ‘cutting us 
down’, He wants us to grow more in love with Him.  Let us not 
UPROOT ourselves from His garden, but allow Him to nurture us on 
His Word and sacraments.  Let us be open to the graces of the Holy 
Spirit by first making room in our hearts thru confession, and then 
placing ourselves in AWE of the Lord thru His mercy and forgiveness.   


