
I thought I’d start on a bit of a somber note today.   
 
You’ve probably heard about the small, twin-seat, Piper Cub airplane 
that crashed into the small cemetery.  Unfortunately, it was reported 
that there were no survivors.  Patty Boy and his brother John were 
tasked to recover the bodies.  At present, they’ve recovered 286 
bodies and say they expect more as the digging continues. 
 
Today’s gospel is the basis on which Jesus gives us the Law of God, 
the TRUE Law, that we are to love as God loves, unconditionally, 
always, even towards those who don’t have or respect that same love, 
but use it for their own benefit. 
 
This is NOT a new law for us.  Jesus placed it upon his disciples nearly 
2000 years ago, during a time when they were subjects of a brutal 
regime, TWO brutal regimes – the Roman occupiers and the Hebrew 
hierarchy who didn’t want their comfortable lifestyles jeopardized – 
both looking after their own benefits through the suppression of the 
lowly.  So as the people wanted to raise themselves up and be free, to 
throw off the chains of suppression, Jesus was teaching them a better 
way to live – live with LOVE in your heart, not hate; forgive those who 
do you wrong, and win them over to God that they might follow YOUR 
good example. 
 
We heard today how Saul, King of the Jews, an anointed one of God, 
who erroneously feared that another, David, was seeking to de-thrown 
him to make himself king.  This fear caused Saul to seek out David to 
kill him.  But by an act of God, Saul’s life was delivered into the hands 
of David, who spared him that Saul might have a change of heart, to 
act more in kind as an anointed man of God should act, showing 
mercy, forgiveness, love, and a trust in God RATHER than earthly 
pleasures.   
 
Our bishops and cardinals wrap up their meetings in Rome this 
weekend, meetings that were to address ways to turn around the 
“summer of shame” events and do something about the massive, 
massive destruction within the Church caused by the homosexual 



escapades and clerical abuses within the Church hierarchy.  When 
Pope Francis told his bishops he wants zero-tolerance, too many of his 
bishops misinterpreted his meaning as having no tolerance for allowing 
GOOD bishops, good priests, and certainly not the good LAITY, to tell 
them how to act and carry on their lives, especially as it concerns their 
love life. 
 
Good Catholics have had the Word of God emblazoned upon our 
hearts to love as Christ loves, even to turning the other cheek.  This is 
what evil persons expect of us as FAITHFUL CATHOLICS - to be hurt 
yet persevere to be hurt again.  As we are struck time and time again, 
as was Jesus when tied to the pillar, may these evil persons see, by 
the light of FAITHFUL people of God shining brightly on their errors, 
their wrong doings and might they have a change of heart and turn 
themselves back to trust and love in God.   
 
When Jesus tells us to stop judging, stop condemning, he’s speaking 
about our ATTITUDE TOWARD the PERSON.  Only God judges, only 
MAN can condemn himself.  Jesus is not being contrary, he is telling us 
how we are to live.  He TELLS us if someone is doing wrong they 
MUST be confronted to have their sin exposed, and if they don’t 
believe the word of one person, then two or three should approach to 
expose the sin.  And if they still don’t repent, change their attitude, but 
continue to do wrong, THEN they should be cast out, separated from 
the fold, EXCOMMUNICATED, until they change their ways.  With 
Jesus, this is not judgment, this is love.  Just as a parent chastises 
their young to avoid evil and to do good, so does the Church, the Body 
of Christ, the LAITY, need to keep a light shining in the darkness to 
expose evil, that it may be destroyed, and souls be saved. 
 
The Church doesn’t need to dig up any more bodies.  Let’s keep 
praying that those hearts who no longer believe in the Word of God 
may prostrate themselves to the Holy Spirit and beg true forgiveness, 
and the strength to change their lives.  And if they give a false 
repentance, God alone will be their judge.   


