
Today we hear from beginning of the Gospel of St Luke where he tells 
us that others have been putting together the accounts of Jesus, his 
life, and his ministry, and he thought that HE TOO should do the 
same.  So, he gathered information from different eyewitness sources, 
both the written AND the spoken, the more TRADITIONAL way of 
passing down history from one generation to the next.   
 
But today’s reading jumps from Luke’s opening paragraph to Chapter 4 
where we find Jesus in the synagogue proclaiming that the good news 
of the Old Testament is now brought to fruition to the Chosen People 
of God in the person of Jesus himself.  He certainly opened their eyes, 
if only in wonder at what he said, but not necessarily their hearts.  At 
his words there should have been great joy, but they were disturbed 
instead. 
 
The reading from the Book of Nehemiah brings us to the time when 
the Hebrews returned to the regions around Jerusalem in order to 
rebuild the great city of Jerusalem.  Ezra, the chief priest, is tasked 
with reading and explaining the book of the Laws of Moses to the 
people, much like as we do here during Mass.  And the people cried on 
hearing the readings.  I dare say, I think I’d be brought to tears myself 
if I had to listen to readings and a homily for up to 9 hours, from dawn 
to midday.   
 
But their tears would have been a mix of joy and sadness.  Some 
joyful, reflecting on the wonders and love that their God has had for 
them in bringing them to this day of gathering and prayer.  But more 
so sadness, sadness as they hear the laws, the words of God that they 
have violated, that they have turned their backs to the one who loves 
them so.  Yet Ezra tells them not to weep, but rejoice, “for rejoicing in 
the Lord must be your strength!”   
 



What about US, you and me here today!  If I were to read to you the 
10 Commandments, JUST the 10 Commandments, and then expound 
on each one a bit, explaining how each one is just a SAMPLE, a 
HEADLINER, to cover a multitude of sin, say like “Thou shalt not kill.”  
Kill meaning murder or abortion or slander or destroying one’s good 
name and reputation or killing their spirit?  How would each of us react 
on hearing their sins?  I’d say there would be a rush to the tissue 
boxes as we contemplate how WE turn our backs to the one who laid 
himself out upon the cross and suffered humiliation and death just so 
we would have an opportunity to join him in eternal bliss. 
 
You see, we don’t have to think about our sins, they are always before 
us.  We know what we do or don’t do, say or don’t say, and we 
challenge our conscience to push our faults to the back burner, or 
even attempt to push them off the stove entirely.  Do we forget that 
we have opportunities to relieve our conscience in the confidential 
confines of the confessional?  Opportunities to release the weight and 
heavy burdens of sin on our souls?  Opportunities to tell Christ I’m 
sorry, and then REJOICE in the Lord for his forgiveness, and the love 
he pours out upon us?   
 
The secular world today tells us we can do it all on our own, we don’t 
need others to help us, we don’t need religion, and we certainly don’t 
need God.  If that were true then why do we have people studying to 
become doctors, lawyers, computer programmers, technicians, 
agronomists?  When we go out to eat why are there receptionists, 
waiters and waitresses, cooks, and dish washers?  It’s because we 
CAN’T do it all on our own.  Just as we can’t WISH ourselves into 
eternal glory – we need someone’s help.  We need Jesus.  And the 
closer we can walk in his path the better. 
 
In the reading from Paul to the Corinthians he is SO RIGHT ON when 
he says that when “one part of the body suffers, ALL the parts suffer 



with it.”  Just take for example the suffering and death of a loved one.  
Don’t we ALL feel a lose when they die?  Don’t we ALL feel some of 
the pain in their suffering?  Even friends and neighbors, and at times, 
whole communities suffer as one.  This is all part of our 
connectedness, our being just one part of a larger, greater body.  As 
Catholics we are united with Jesus as our head, the center of our 
being.   
 
And when one of us hurts our self by sin, the body hurts, and HE hurts 
out of love for us, each and every one of us.  The strong and the 
weak; the rich and the poor; the wise and the dumb – he loves us all, 
with a special affection for the poor, the captives, the blind, the 
oppressed.  He came to be a light of hope to the hopeless, and offer 
salvation to ALL mankind.   
 
Each of us has our own part to play in the salvation mission of Jesus 
Christ, whether it be serving here at Mass, bringing Communion to the 
homebound, serving meals to the hungry, or sitting and listening to 
the lonely.  In our being readily available to others we proclaim our 
love for Christ, and his grace is bestowed upon us.  Let nothing, 
NOTHING, separate us from that love.   
 
“Today this scripture passage is fulfilled in YOUR hearing.” 


